
The dreaded 
spinnaker wrap. 

It might be easier 
than you think 
to get it flying 
straight again
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Floss Your Scuppers 
Especially during the off-season, deck and cockpit scuppers tend to get clogged 
with debris, usually leaves. Wind-driven rain and snow have a diabolical way of 
getting into things, even on a boat under a cover, and much of that moisture 
eventually finds its way into the scuppers. A stopped-up scupper can lead to an 
accumulation of water, which will help create mildew and mold. The worst-case 
scenario is freezing, after which the frozen water will expand and may cause 
damage. Keeping scuppers open and unobstructed should be a priority. That’s 
why I like to floss mine when paying the periodic visit to my boat in its yard 
during the winter. There are different ways to do this, depending on how your 
scuppers are configured. But a few lengths of light line with weights on the end 
(perhaps left in place over the winter), or a length of wire (a straightened coat-
hanger, for example) should be all you need. – SHELLY KATZ
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Revive a Drowned Outboard 
Dropped your dinghy’s outboard motor 
overboard? No need to panic. First, get 
the motor out of the drink quickly and 
rinse it thoroughly with fresh water; 
most importantly, do not let it dry. Once 
the water begins to evaporate, corro-
sion will set in and can cause perma-
nent damage, especially if the motor 
was submerged in saltwater. 

Remove the spark plugs, fuel lines 
and carburetor, liberally applying WD-40 
as you go to drive out the water (“WD,” 
after all, stands for “Water Displace-
ment”) . Spray inside the cylinders or, 
better still, rinse the chambers with 
methylated spirits. Remember, water is 
the enemy. After removing the carbure-
tor, carefully wipe it clean and douse it 
with WD-40.

Hand-crank the engine while it’s dis-
assembled—this will physically force 
out all the water left in the cylinders. 
With no spark plugs or compression, 
this is surprisingly easy, so don’t snap 
the pull cord. When it feels sufficiently 
purged, crank it some more. Install new 
spark plugs and reassemble the rest 
of the motor. Double the oil mixture in 
some fresh fuel and cross your fingers 
for the moment of truth: if it fires, let it 
run for at least 20 minutes.

No luck? Disassemble everything, 
repeat the water-removal process and 
leave the parts and motor out to dry in 
the warm sun for a while (don’t put any-
thing in the oven, as is sometimes sug-
gested). After a few hours, re-assemble 
and try to start the motor again. Even 
if the outboard does come back to life, 
get it to a professional (especially if it’s 
a newer four-stroke model) for a more 
thorough servicing. – ANDY SCHELL
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Unwrapping a Spinnaker
When racing or cruising while flying a spinnaker close 
to or dead downwind—especially offshore, where a 

boat tends to roll more—there is a real risk the spinnaker will 
collapse, wrap itself around the headstay, and then refill with 
wind above and below the wrap. The wrap may start at just 
one or two turns, but often will increase to five turns or more.
    Here’s a trick I learned from a Capt. Walters, who used to 
skipper all of John Watson’s Palawans during the 1960s. To 
unwrap a spinnaker, all you need do is sail slightly by the 
lee. The wrapped chute will then magically unwind itself. 
When sailing by the lee, of course, it’s a good idea to have a 
preventer rigged from the end of the main boom as far for-
ward as possible so there is no danger of gybing. If a pre-
venter is not rigged, be sure to put your best helmsperson 
behind the wheel.
    I swear this system works. Over the years I’ve seen spin-
nakers unwrapped this way about half a dozen times. In 
every case it was a complete eye-opener for the entire crew. 

– DON STREET

Not every 
tender’s 

outboard 
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